
May 19, 2022 

 

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Chairman Gunderson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All 
commissioners were present.   

Chairman Gunderson asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  A/T Hanson stated that 
she had provided them all with an updated agenda due to all the additions that were shown in red on the 
new agenda for May 19th.  A/T Hanson also noted the addition of a new youth representative for the 
County Extension Committee.  A tax collection update under the A/T portion, also whether a commissioner 
would be able to attend the Audit Entrance meeting scheduled for May 25th.  Commissioner Hall noted that 
she would like to give an EDA update as well as see if the county board wanted to sponsor an ad in the NC 
Fair Premium List.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the agenda with additions.  
Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the minutes of the April 19th meeting.  Commissioner 
Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Gunderson then brought forward the first item of miscellaneous business, that being a donation 
in the amount of $1,380.00 for the canine fund “Thor” through the One Fund “Gary Cares” dated 
6/21/2021.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve acceptance of the donation to the 
canine fund.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The next item under miscellaneous business was an Affidavit for Duplicate Warrant submitted by REM 
North Star Inc, for warrant 515382 dated 4/14/2022 in the amount of $954.00.  Commissioner Redland 
made a motion to approve the Affidavit for Duplicate Warrant, waive the bond and reissue the check to 
REM North Star Inc.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  

Chairman Gunderson then asked if commissioners had been able to review the bills.  Commissioner Hall 
made a motion to approve the bills as submitted:   

Revenue – $32,621.25  Road & Bridge -- $99,069.31  Building -- $9.99 

Public Health -- $7,694.42 Solid Waste -- $75,752.98  County Homes -- $828.00 

TOTAL -- $215,975.95 

Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  

Commissioner Jacobson brought forward a request that the board appoint Caitlin Boman to the Extension 
Committee as a youth representative to replace Olivia Sip who had graduated off the Extension Committee.  
The 4-H Federation had recommended the appointment of Caitlin Boman, and Caitlin is currently serving as 
the Federation President.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the appointment of 
Caitlin Boman to the County Extension Committee as a youth representative.  Commissioner Jacobson 
seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  

Commissioner Hall then proceeded with a County EDA update, noting that last fall a member of the EDA 
board had resigned, Greg Slotten had retired from Frandsen Bank and left the community.  She noted that 
the board had been diligently trying to find an individual interested in being on the EDA board, and had 
finally found Eli Swenson of Shelly who is very active in the Shelly community.  Commissioner Redland 
made a motion to approve Eli Swenson as a member to the NC EDA board.  Commissioner Bommersbach 
seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Commissioner Hall also brought forward a request on whether the county board wanted to place an ad in 
the NC Fair Premium List, that is produced by Jon Kolness of Heritage Publications and is distributed to all 
Norman County residents.  Commissioner Hall noted that the county has purchased an ad in past years, at a 
cost of $100.00.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve $100.00 for the purchase of an ad in 
the NC Fair Premium List publication through Heritage Publications.  Commissioner Hall seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor.  

At 9:12 a.m. David Stene, CFO, addressed the board with a Toshiba Maintenance Contract that had been 
discussed at an earlier meeting, bringing back additional information for a 3-year contract at $112.00 per 
month for seven (7) network printers.  This again was tabled for additional information.     



The second item brought forward by Mr. Stene was a new state contract for the Quadient postage meter 
lease which will lower the lease payment.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the leases 
with Quadient for two postage meters allowing David Stene to sign these agreements.  Commissioner Hall 
seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  

At this time Chairman Gunderson called for a short break as we were ahead of schedule, and the board was 
going to see if the County Attorney could come in early moving him forward from the 11:00 a.m. slot.   

Chairman Gunderson called the meeting back to order at 9:25 a.m. with James Brue, County Attorney, 
addressing the board.  Attorney Brue noted that he would be out of the office June 8th and 9th for DUI Court 
Training in Bemidji.   

At 9:30 a.m. Kristy Rott, NMPH, addressed the board with a request to once again plan a county employee 
picnic for July 13th with July 27th as a backup date.  Ms. Rott noted that they had begun this last year 
following the COVID-19 issues to bring county employees together and to also recognize those employees 
who had retired during 2020 and early 2021.  Ms. Rott noted that they would once again prepare 
Certificates of Recognition for those employees who had retired in 2021.  Ms. Rott also noted that last year 
they had provided hot dogs and buns, and employees had provided side dishes to accompany them.  
Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve up to $100.00 for hot dogs and buns for an employee 
picnic.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 9:32 a.m. A/T Hanson addressed the board with the first of her agenda items, noting that she had met 
with the Staffing Committee the previous day to discuss issues with staffing and the need to be away from 
the office for health issues in the family.  A/T Hanson further explained that with the fact that she would 
not be working a regular schedule during the month of June, in order to ascertain that the county always 
had someone present in the A/T Office authorized to sign legal documents that the office routinely 
processes.  The Staffing Committee is recommending that Amanda Riegert, who is currently a Clerk 2 be 
promoted to a Deputy Auditor/Treasurer.  Making the recommended change will position two Deputy 
Auditor/Treasurers in the A/T Office assuring that we will have coverage by a Deputy Auditor/Treasurer 
during periods when both the County Auditor/Treasurer and one of the deputies are out of the office at the 
same time.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve promoting Amanda Riegert to a Deputy A/T 
position for Norman County beginning Monday, May 23, 2022, and be placed on Step 2 of the Deputy A/T 
pay scale.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 9:38 a.m.  Sheriff’s Deputy, Scott Norquist, entered the meeting with a donation in the amount of 
$2,205.50 for canine officer, Thor, from the One Fund “Gary Cares” for the 2021 drive.  Commissioner 
Redland made a motion to accept the donation for the canine officer, Thor, in the amount of $2,205.50.  
Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The next item on A/T Hanson’s agenda was a proposed resolution for change of individuals allowed banking 
access for NC financial accounts.  A/T Hanson felt this was necessary due to her scheduled absence from 
the office in the month of June and possibly July.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to adopt  
CR 05-19-2022-1 A Resolution for Change of Individuals Allowed Banking Access for Norman County 
Financial Accounts effective May 23, 2022.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and on roll call 
vote the resolution was adopted unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the A/T Office.  

The third item brought forward by A/T Hanson was a proposed resolution for a Ballot Drop Box Grant 
Application through the Minnesota Secretary of State which could afford Norman County the opportunity 
to purchase additional security cameras for the ballot drop boxes.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to 
adopt CR 05-19-2022-2 A Resolution for Ballot Drop Box Grant Application.  Commissioner Jacobson 
seconded the motion and on roll call vote the resolution was adopted unanimously.  A copy of the 
resolution is on file in the A/T Office.   

The fourth item brought forward by A/T Hanson was the summer conference for MACO which would be 
held the week of June 13th, with the County Recorder’s Association beginning the week and the Auditor-
Treasurer’s Association joining on Wednesday for a combined day, and then finishing out the week.  A/T 
Hanson noted they would be having legislative updates, and discussing more tax related items and since 
she missed the winter conference, she would like to send Amanda Riegert, who has worked with the tax 
system extensively, in her place.   Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve Amanda Riegert 
attending the MACO Conference at Cragun’s leaving the afternoon of June 14th and returning June 17th.  
Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

A/T Hanson then updated the board on the first half tax collection thus far, stating that current tax 
collected thru May 18th was $7,729,901.79 with an additional $26,522.00 in transmission line tax collected.   



The last item brought forward by A/T Hanson was the State Auditor’s Entrance Meeting to be held on May 
25th at 10:00 a.m. in the board room.  A/T Hanson was wondering if one, possibly two, of the board 
members would be interested in attending.  Commissioner Jacobson volunteered that he would attend if 
he was not in the field, and otherwise, Commissioner Hall noted she could attend if Commissioner Jacobson 
let her know he would not be attending.  

Chairman Gunderson called for a short break before beginning with the Highway agenda.   

At 10:05 a.m. Keith Berndt, County Engineer, addressed the board with the Hwy Dept agenda.  The first 
item brought forward was a Memorandum of Understanding between Norman County and the American 
Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees, AFL-CIO, Local Union No 3064, Highway Dept.  The 
MOU was drafted to formalize the process where the board earlier agreed to funding CDL training for new 
drivers following the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) Entry-Level Driver Training 
(ELDT) rule took effect February 7, 2022.  The county funding was contingent upon the employee staying 
for 3 years or pay back a prorated share of the funding to the county.  Following some discussion, 
Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the Memorandum of Understanding with the American 
Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees, AFL-CIO, Local Union 3064, Highway Dept. regarding 
employee CDL training.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  

The next item brought forward was information on the proposed additional dairy operation that Riverview 
is planning for Waukon Township.  This dairy is planned for 21,000 head which is about double the size of 
the existing facility in Section 32 of Waukon Township.  This second dairy is proposed in Section 23 & 24 of 
Waukon Township.  Once the dairy is operational, they project there will be an average of 30 semis a day 
traveling the two miles of road to connect to Trunk Highway 200.  This will involve 1 mile of township road 
and 1 mile of CH 157, and will require road improvement.  Engineer Berndt noted that he will work with the 
interested parties to develop a plan.  Just providing information at this time but wanted commissioners to 
be aware of this and to consider what, if any, county resources should be considered.   

The next item on Engineer Berndt’s agenda was the county engineer reappointment, noting that MN 
Statutes 163.07 provides for reappointment of the county engineer for a term of four years and shall be 
made in May of the year in which the term expires.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to adopt 
CR 05-19-2022-3, A Resolution for Reappointment of the County Highway Engineer.  Commissioner 
Redland seconded the motion and on roll call vote the resolution was adopted unanimously.  A copy of the 
resolution is on file in the A/T Office.   

The next item Engineer Berndt brought forward was the approval of the final payment for SP 054-603-016 
in the amount of $133,910.26 for Anderson Brothers Construction Co of Brainerd, LLC.  Commissioner 
Jacobson made a motion to adopt resolution CR 05-19-2022-4 A Resolution for Acceptance and Final 
Payment of SP 054-603-016.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and on roll call vote the 
resolution was approved unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the A/T Office.   

Engineer Berndt also informed the board that County 158 is blocked off at this time, and the new pipe 
won’t arrive until July.   

At 10:23 a.m. Chairman Gunderson adjourned the meeting.   

 

_____________________________________  _______________________________________ 

Marvin Gunderson, Chairman    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 


